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	John N. LaPlante, P.E., P.T.O.E.

Vice President/Director of Traffic Engineering

	License:

Illinois, Michigan, and Washington, Professional Engineer

Professional Traffic Operations Engineer

Education:

M.S., Civil Engineering, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 1962

B.S., Civil Engineering, Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, Illinois, 1961

Designing Pedestrian Facilities for Accessibility, Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals, US Access Board, May 2004

Bio-Environmental Engineering Certificate, U.S. Air Force Medical Service School, Montgomery, Alabama, 1962
Affiliations:

AASHTO Geometric Design Task Force (Green Book)

National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

Institute of Transportation Engineers

American Society of Civil Engineers

American Public Works Association

Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals

Women’s Transportation Seminar (Advisory Board)
Transportation Research Board (Pedestrian Committee)

National Society of Professional Engineers


Western Society of Engineers

Chicago Bicycle Federation

Metropolitan Planning Council

Chicago Transit Authority Pedestrian Committee

Mayor’s Pedestrian Advisory Council Stakeholders Committee

National Charrette Institute – Certified Charrette Facilitator 

Professional Positions:

T.Y. Lin International

1/06 - Present

Vice President/

Director of Traffic Engineering

2003 – 1/06
Vice President/

Chief Transportation Planning Engineer

1992 - 2003

Vice President/

Chief Traffic Engineer
City of Chicago

1962 - 1992

Various Positions (see below)

Acting Commissioner

1991 - 1992

Department of Public Works/Transportation

First Deputy Commissioner

1989 - 1991

Department of Public Works

Chief City Traffic Engineer,

Deputy Commissioner

1986 - 1989

Department of Public Works

Assistant Commissioner

1984 - 1986

Department of Public Works

Various Positions, 1962 - 1984

Traffic Engineer I to Engineer of Traffic Planning

Department of Streets and Sanitation/Public Works

U.S. Air Force

1962 - 1965

(Military leave from City of Chicago)

Bio-Environmental Engineer, Hanscom Field, Mass./Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri

	Since 1992, Mr. LaPlante has been responsible for oversight of all special traffic and transportation planning projects for T.Y. Lin International (TYLI).  He oversees a staff of transportation planners, and traffic engineers, working on a wide variety of traffic, bicycle and pedestrian design and planning projects. These projects range from the $98 million Lake Shore Drive Relocation project in Chicago to numerous bicycle and pedestrian plans for cities and villages throughout the country.  Mr. LaPlante has also achieved certified charette facilitator status through the National Charette Institute.
These bicycle/pedestrian projects have included Chicago’s Streets for Cycling Plan, design of 100 miles of on-street bike lanes and a group of CMAQ-funded Lakefront Path improvements in Chicago; development of bicycle and pedestrian plans for Rockford and Glenview, IL; creation of a Nonmotorized Transportation Investment plan for southwest Michigan; preparation of bicycle plans for Evanston, Hinsdale, and downtown Naperville; work on the CATS 2030 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan; the Anacostia Riverwalk Plan in Washington, DC; the Olmsted Parkway Redesign for the City of Louisville, KY; preparation of a national Pedestrian Facilities Design Guide for AASHTO under a NCHRP grant; and providing technical guidance to the US Access Board.

Detailed Project Experience
Minnesota Department of Transportation Bicycle Facilities Design Training, St. Paul, Minnesota 

Project manager for training for bicycle planning and design engineering for the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT). The training included both classroom and field training.  An initial half-day course was provided at the MnDOT Spring Design Engineer Workshop, followed by a full-day training course, which included a two-hour bicycle tour of various Minneapolis bicycle facilities. Over 30 MnDOT engineers attended the half-day course, while the full-day course had over 60 MnDOT engineers and local community members attending. Another full-day course is being planned for Spring 2008. 

Minneapolis Pedestrian Master Plan, City of Minneapolis, Minnesota
QA/QC Manager for this project studying improvements to this great walking city, and in particular, efforts to identify projects to illustrate a ‘mode-shift’ to non-motorized transportation. Minneapolis is one of the four successful communities designated as Non-Motorized Pilot Program, and received an allocation of $21 million to demonstrate mode-shift.

2007 Michigan Department of Transportation Engineer Bicycle Training, Various Cities, Michigan

Project Manager and chief instructor for Michigan Department of Transportation Engineer Bicycle Training. In 2005, TYLI conducted four bicycle training courses in four Michigan cities.  This training proved to be very popular and was deemed beneficial.  TYLI was again selected to provide additional training for bicycle planning and design engineering in five different cities. The training included both classroom and on-street bicycle training. The principles discussed in class were then experienced and reviewed by the on-street bike ride followed by a short feedback session. The training was conducted in Grand Rapids, Traverse City, Lansing, Ann Arbor, and Jackson. 
Louisville Olmsted Parkways – Multi-Use Pathway System Planning, Louisville, Kentucky

T.Y. Lin International was selected to provide subconsultant services to HNTB for Olmsted Parkways Multi-use Pathway System improvements. The original design of the Olmsted Parkway System provided “linear parks” that connected the grand parks and ultimately the neighborhoods of Louisville. The Project team approach to this project was sensitive to the cultural/historic setting of the parkways and technically sound in providing creative and safe solutions to the multi-use path system. TYLI’s primary role within the HNTB team included the documentation of national case studies showing the development of bicycle and walking facilities within historic landscapes. TYLI was responsible for evaluating existing and future traffic patterns in order to identify safe and comfortable locations for bicycle facilities and the capacity analysis.  Mr. LaPlante was TYLI’s Project Manager on this project, which included providing recommendations and design guidance for the development of a continuous system of on and off-street bicycle facilities and the improvement of pedestrian accommodations at parkway intersections.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Initiative, Northeastern, Illinois

Project Manager for the development and implementation of a Pedestrian Safety Initiative for Northeastern Illinois. The scope of services for this initiative includes: developing pedestrian safety review procedures to be included in the Phase I engineering processes for future projects; implementing concentrated pedestrian safety enforcement, education and engineering efforts in four selected communities; and finally recommending possible elements of broadened pedestrian safety campaign for the entire region.    
Rockford Area Transportation Study Bicycle-Pedestrian Transportation Plan, Rockford, Illinois

Project Manager for the creation of a plan for a comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian network to encourage bicycling and walking throughout the Rockford-Belvidere Metropolitan Area for the Rockford Area Transportation Study (RATS) and the City of Rockford. TYLI’s responsibilities include data collection, inventory and the analysis of local land use plans, plat review processes and local ordinances, as well as the coordination and implementation of a public involvement process. The final Bicycle-Pedestrian Transportation Improvement Plan will include a proposed implementation plan for both the bicycle and pedestrian components of the plan, the proposed bikeway system map, access to all transit routes, and bike parking options at transit interfaces, as well as revisions to local land use plans and development. Mr. LaPlante is responsible for all aspects of the project with direct involvement in the bicycle planning and public outreach process. 
Glenview Bicycle and Sidewalk Master Plan, Glenview, Illinois 

Project Manager for the Bicycle and Sidewalk Master Plan for the Village of Glenview, Illinois. The plan will guide the development of pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including crosswalks, intersection improvements, bike routes and bike lanes, within Glenview.  TYLI conducted a series of public meetings including two walking and one bicycling mobile workshops as part of the public involvement process. The bicycling workshop included a 12-mile tour of Glenview to identify suitable roads for bicycling and identify bicycle conflicts and barriers within the Village. A capital plan for pedestrian improvements and a separate capital plan for bicycle improvements were prepared.

Skokie Valley Trail Feasibility Study, Villages of Glenview, Northbrook, Northfield, and Wilmette, Illinois 
Project Manager for the project providing transportation engineering services and geographic information systems (GIS) support for the proposed Skokie Valley Trail. This eight-mile corridor includes four municipalities and trail crossings of local, county, and state roads. TYLI provided transportation and traffic engineering services to recommend improvements at each roadway trail crossing along the proposed trail corridor. TYLI also conducted legal and historical research to support the recommendation to convert the existing railroad right-of-way to a trail.  TYLI initiated discussions with each of the participating Villages and prepared initial negotiation documents to pursue a railbanking agreement with the railroad property owner.
Hinsdale Bicycle Master Plan, Village of Hinsdale, Illinois

Project Manager for the development of a bicycle master plan for the Village of Hinsdale.  The Village retained the professional services of TYLI to develop a Village-wide bicycle plan that will meet the needs of commuters, recreational riders, and children and provide guidance for obtaining county, state and federal funds to develop and construct a bicycle facility network.  The Bicycle Master Plan included the review of existing street network and proposed bicycle facilities, as well as recommendations for bicycle policies, village codes, and public education activities and materials.

Chicago Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, Chicago, Illinois

Project Manager for TYLI’s portion of a joint consulting services contract for the Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS).  As the Metropolitan Planning Organization for northeastern Illinois, CATS develops the long-range transportation plan and transportation improvement program for the region.  Bicycle and pedestrian transportation issues have been gaining increased attention in this process over the past ten years.  The most recent adopted plan, the 2000 Edition to the 2030 Regional Transportation Plan, called for the development of a regional bicycle and pedestrian plan.  TYLI worked with them to establish regional context and analyze existing conditions; collect effectiveness information; preparation of a GIS-based six-county bicycle inventory system; develop goals and objectives, strategies and funding needs; and compile a 2030 Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan.

United States Access Board Studies, Washington, DC

Project Manager for technical transportation engineering consultation assistance in the further development of the proposed American Disabilities Act (ADA) Guidelines for accessible rights-of-way. The scope of services included review of draft guidelines and selected public comments; meetings with Access Board staff to discuss and advise; review guidelines with respect to proper terminology and metrication conversions; assisting in identification of reasonable implementation requirements (including rough cost estimates). Some potential issues considered using this review process were documenting the appropriate walking speed for timing, pedestrian signals, detectable warnings, roundabout and free-flow turn lane design and signalization, crosswalk markings, intersection tabling, and alternate circulation paths for pedestrians. An additional assignment was the preparation of a synthesis of pavement smoothness standards and measurement techniques.
Online Training Course on Pedestrian Accessibility

The Easter Seals Project ACTION project was funded by the US Access Board to create a computer online training course on pedestrian accessibility. The Institute of Transportation Engineers was selected to serve as lead organization on this project and is coordinating all the experts and organizations providing the input. The online course development experts, DeakinPrime, developed the actual course. The subject matter for the Phase I development of the online course focused on training transportation professionals to improve the accessibility of pedestrian facilities. Phase II involved the piloting of the online course in a classroom setting and evaluation and review-ready for full release. Mr. LaPlante was one of four subject matter experts selected to develop and review the proposed course material.
Northwest Municipal Conference Bicycle Plan Update, Des Plaines, Illinois 

Project Manager for the Northwest Municipal Conference (NWMC) Bicycle Map Update.  As part of an on-going update process, TYLI provided the NWMC with geographic information systems (GIS) support and expertise to update its bicycle map. TYLI assisted in coordinating the plans of over 30 participating communities within the NWMC to update plans, clean and repair GIS data, and convert bicycle plans into the BIS format suitable for incorporation into Chicago Metropolitan Area Plannings regional bicycle plan database. TYLI attended NWMC meetings to receive data updates.  This enabled the participating communities to work together to identify regional destinations, major barriers to bicycling within the region, and proposed regional corridors to guide future planning processes at the local level.

Evanston Bicycle Plan Implementation Phase II, Evanston, Illinois

Project Principal for Phase II engineering services for the City of Evanston for installation of bicycle lanes and bicycle route signs on over 41 miles of city streets. TYLI previously completed the Phase I Study. With funding time limitations, the Phase III construction plans were developed in approximately six weeks, including agency review. The Phase II services included plan preparation, such as detailed design plans, specifications, and estimates for bidding. Five miles of dedicated bike lanes and 680 separate signs at over 400 locations were detailed.
Evanston Bicycle Plan Implementation, Phase I, Evanston, Illinois
Based on TYLI’s work on the popularly acclaimed bicycle and facility plan for the City of Evanston, TYLI was selected to prepare the Phase I preliminary engineering plans and Project Development Report (PDR) needed to begin implementation of this plan.  Once the Phase I PDR was approved by IDOT, TYLI prepared the Phase II engineering construction plans, which was followed by Phase III construction management engineering. Mr. LaPlante was Project Manager for the Phase I portion of this project.

Evanston Bicycle System Improvement Plan, Evanston, Illinois

Project Manager as part of a team assisting the City of Evanston in evaluating the current condition and future needs for commuting and recreational bicycling in Evanston. TYLI created an inventory and evaluation of existing facilities and facilitated a public bike ride and twp public workshops, culminating in an implementable vision of a bicycle system that could accommodate local and regional bicycling for both transportation and recreation.  The Final Bicycle Systems Improvement Plan included a bicycle facility network with parking and signing, bicycle planning recommendations based on public outreach and research, and prioritized implementation strategies.
Phase II Plan Preparation Services for the Intersection of 75th and Washington Street and the 75th Street Bridge over the DuPage River

Naperville, Illinois

Non-motorized Coordinator for Phase II Plan Preparation Services for the roadway, bridge and trail improvements for the intersections of 75th Street/Washington Street and Washington Street/Hobson Road in the City of Naperville. These intersections, located south of downtown Naperville, are a cross roads of major arterial roadways, immediately adjacent to the DuPage River and the network of multi-use trails along the river through Forest Preserve property. The existing roadway bridge over the DuPage River also required replacement as additional lanes were needed and due to structural deficiencies. The project included provision of a pedestrian tunnel under Washington Street, new traffic signals, retaining walls, compensatory storage and in-line storm water detention. The multi-use trail along the DuPage River, 75th Street and Hobson Road required relocations and modifications to provide for safe crossings of the arterials. TYLI also provided Phase I engineering services for the intersection improvement and related tasks.
Downtown Naperville Bike Route Connection, Naperville, Illinois

Project Manager for detailed design and construction engineering services for the recommended Downtown DuPage River Bike Route connection. The scope of services included plan preparation in sufficient detail and scale for construction or installation. The plans of the two bike path connections included 200 feet of Jackson to Parkway Drive, called the Parkway Drive path and Aurora Avenue sidewalk from Eagle to Benton, known as the Naper Settlement Path. The Naper Settlement Path scope included approximately 500 feet of sidewalk construction with decorative concrete finishes replicating board sidewalks, matching the nearby historic Naper Settlement, relocation of traffic and pedestrian signals at the Eagle/Aurora intersection, and two informational plazas of standard concrete sidewalk construction.

Washington Street Pedestrian Underpass Study, Naperville, Illinois

QA/QC Manager for a Feasibility Study and Phase I engineering services for the proposed Washington Street pedestrian underpass in the City of Naperville, DuPage County. The purpose of the study is to examine an alternate means of having the trail and pedestrian cross busy Washington Street. Structural and alignment studies for a tunnel and overpass were completed taking into account proposed roadway plans, superelevation of Washington Street pavement, retaining walls, and the flood plains of the adjacent West Fork of the DuPage River. Major engineering concerns included the relocation of a 10-inch sanitary sewer and the relocation or lowering of a 16-inch diameter and 30-inch diameter water transmission mains. Mr. LaPlante was responsible for reviewing the Phase I proposals and plans to ensure adherence to ADA pedestrian standards, as well as coordination and connectivity with the rest of the Washington-75th Street intersection improvement project. 

Development of Downtown DuPage River Trail Plan, Naperville, Illinois
Project Manager for consulting engineering services for the downtown Naperville DuPage River Trail. The scope of work included facility improvements to connect the DuPage River Path at Veterans Park to the southeast to a new river path north of Jefferson to the northwest. Intermediate destinations include downtown Naperville, Naperville Settlement Historic Park, Downtown Riverwalk and Centennial Beach. Prior to this study, there was not a designated route through downtown Naperville. TYLI evaluated various alternative on-street and off-street alignments. Public outreach included a bike ride review of these alternatives, a workshop of potential stakeholders, and meetings with the Naperville Riverwalk Commission. TYLI presented the final recommendations at a public meeting, which included the involved stakeholders. The final plan was subsequently approved by the City Transportation Commission and City Council.

Anacostia Riverwalk Trail, Washington, D.C.

Transportation Planning Engineering for traffic engineering and bikeway planning and design services in conjunction with the design of the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail for the District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DDOT). Mr. LaPlante was responsible for review of conceptual profile and cross sections for a section of the trail on the east bank of the Anacostia River. He was also involved in the feasibility study for the northeasterly portion of the trail including development of horizontal alignment, as well as profile and cross sections. Mr. LaPlante also participated in occasional on-site coordination with DDOT, National Parks Service, subconsultants, and approximately 20 reviewing agencies.

Des Plaines Downtown Parking/ Traffic Study, Des Plaines, Illinois 

QA/QC Manager and Non-Motorized Engineer the City of Des Plaines’ Downtown Parking/ Traffic Study. The City of Des Plaines has witnessed growth in the downtown.  The current and projected growth in development, including residential development, creates a new dynamic to the challenge of providing sufficient, convenient and safe parking downtown, and impacts downtown traffic on the streets and at intersections. The purpose of this study was to project the current and future parking and traffic needs of the downtown, analyze parking system policies and procedures, and to study the feasibility of any proposed parking needed as well as other necessary parking system solutions. Mr. LaPlante’s responsibilities included quality assurance and directing non-motorized transportation activities.

Parking and Traffic Study for Cermak Road Corridor, Berwyn, Illinois 

QA/QC Manager for a parking and traffic study to be done along Cermak Road between Lombard and Harlem Avenues in the City of Berwyn. This portion of Cermak Road is a heavily traveled commercial and retail corridor that connects the City to the communities of Cicero and North Riverside. The parking demand analysis will involve quantifying and qualifying the current and future parking needs in the study area. The parking demand analysis will be used to prepare and recommend a short and long term parking improvement program that combines parking system and management improvements with capital improvements. This will involve a review of stakeholder needs, existing facilities, signage, and enforcement policies as well as a consideration of the need to develop new parking facilities. Emphasis will be placed on reviewing and improving pedestrians crossing of Cermak Avenue. There is a surplus of parking on the north side that should serve the business establishments south of Cermak. Mr. LaPlante is responsible for quality assurance and quality control review.

Transportation Plan for the Village of Homer Glen, Homer Glen, Illinois

Project Principal and non-motorized transportation engineer for the preparation of a transportation plan for the Village of Homer Glen, a recently incorporated municipality in southwestern Chicago. Homer Glen located in growing Will County is projected to experience a significant increase in population with the already initiated expansion of I-355 North-South Tollway. This will greatly impact local roadways and traffic patterns, and the Village required a transportation plan that could respond to these developments. Providing for a safe and attractive environment for non-motorized transportation was also a key component of the project. As the non-motorized transport engineer, Mr. LaPlante oversaw the implementation of a multi-use path system and the inclusion of the concept of Complete Streets as a part of the overall transportation plan. 

Ann Arbor ADA Guidance, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Project Manager for providing ADA construction guidance for various locations serving the City of Ann Arbor and the Ann Arbor Public Schools. The City initially contacted TYLI to advise them on what sidewalk ramp standards are required in response to a suit brought by the disabled community. This was followed by a similar request for services from the Ann Arbor Public Schools. In both cases, TYLI reviewed specific design issues, including on-site visits at two high schools. TYLI is also advising on field measurement techniques for ensuring ADA compliance.
RiverPark-Wheeler Park Bike Trail Connection, Geneva, Illinois

Project Manager for the design a trail connection between two existing shared use paths in RiverPark and Wheeler Park, roughly four blocks apart.  TYLI conducted a site visit and proposed a combination of RiverPark trail extension along the Fox River, an on-street bike route on Stevens Street, a sidepath along 1st Street, and finally a parking lot realignment and new path construction in Wheeler Park.  

City of Chicago Bicycle Lane Installation and Pavement Markings, Chicago, Illinois

Project Manager/Project Engineer for the preparation of preliminary and final pavement marking plans for the installation of bicycle lanes on an additional 13.5 miles of City streets; and recommendations for bike route signage.  Phase I and Phase II plans were prepared for submittal to CDOT for construction approval.  Mr. LaPlante was responsible for oversight of all technical and management aspects associated with this project, including the preparation of preliminary and final pavement marking plans, and advising on all traffic engineering and geometric design issues.

City of Chicago Bike Lanes Consulting Services – Series III (V), Chicago, Illinois

Project Manager for Phase I and II engineering services for another 50-75 miles of new bike lane streets and 50-100 miles of signed bike routes within the City of Chicago. The work has consisted of engineering analysis of the potential bike lane streets identified in the City’s Streets for Cycling Plan; preparation of preliminary marking plans and community outreach materials; participation in local community meetings; preparation of final plans, specifications and cost estimates for IDOT construction funding approval. TYLI was also responsible for the preparation of the original Streets for Cycling Plan and all subsequent implementation engineering services. 

Chicago Park District Bikeway Improvements, Chicago, Illinois

Project Manager for the design of over two miles of bicycle paths in three parks owned by the Chicago Park District.  The three projects were a 3,200-foot conversion of a sidewalk adjacent to the South Shore Cultural Center to extend the lakefront bike path to connect to the City’s on-street bike route system; the removal of an unused parking lot and two Lake Shore Drive access ramps for the now closed Lincoln Park Gun Club, allowing for safer redesign of 3,000-feet of the lakefront bike path at this point; and the design of a new 2,900-foot bike path through historic Columbus Park on the City’s west side to provide access to and through the park.  These latter two projects also required the preparation of Project Development Reports to justify the use of ISTEA funds for these bikeway improvements.  Mr. LaPlante provided expert input on bicycle facility design, supervised the preparation of preliminary and final construction plans, and performed QA/QC review on the Project Development Report and plan preparation.

Valley Line Bicycle Path from Devon Avenue to Bryn Mawr Avenue Engineering Services, Chicago, Illinois

Project Manager for Phase I Design Engineering services for the construction of the Valley Line Bicycle Path from Devon Avenue to Bryn Mawr Avenue.  The plan provided a shared-use trail along the former alignment of the C&NW Railroad through the Forest Glen and North Park Communities, as well as connections to the adjacent community, including Sauganash Park. The scope of work also included removal of the Rogers and Peterson Avenue bridges to be replaced with prefabricated pedestrian-style bridges.

Phase I and II Engineering Services for Sheridan Road Bicycle Crossing, Village of Wilmette, Illinois

Project Manager for Phase I and II Engineering Services for the Sheridan Road Bicycle Crossing. Accident analysis, public involvement and agency coordination are also included in the project. TYLI had previously studies various options for providing a bicycle connection across Sheridan Road to Gilson Park and the lakefront, and had recommended developing a grade-separated crossing under Sheridan Road, using an existing bridge over the North Shore Channel. The project involved approximately 1,500 linear feet of bikeway and consisted of three distinct sections. The improvement from Central Avenue to the existing MWRD maintenance driveway on the west side of Sheridan Road required the removal of the existing 5-foot wide sidewalk and replacement with an 8 to 10-foot (depending on trees) wide bikeway. On the east side of Sheridan Road, a new 10-foot wideshared path was constructed up the steep embankment along the North Shore Channel, requiring two switchbacks between Gilson Park and the underbridge connection beneath Sheridan Road.
Engineering Services for the Construction of the Chicago River Corridor – Lincoln Village Riverwalk, Chicago, Illinois
Project Manager to perform engineering services for the construction of an all-weather surfaced recreational path along the riverbank of the North Branch of the Chicago River from Devon Avenue to Legion Park, south of Peterson Street. Additionally, a canoe launch site will be constructed just north of Lincoln Avenue and a path will be provided from the Lincoln Village Riverwalk to the canoe launch site. The Riverwalk path work will also include new underbridge connections under the east ends of the Lincoln Avenue and Peterson Avenue bridges over the river and be extended to connect to an existing path. The total project area of new construction is about 2,600 feet the two underbridge crossings. TYLI prepared the plans for path construction, amenities, underbridge connectors and lighting, as well as specifications for materials and construction methods, and the preparation of cost estimates. The plans were prepared so as to minimize activities that would disturb the park area outside the work zone.  

Design Engineering Services for Lathrop Homes Riverwalk, Chicago, Illinois

Project Manager for Phase Phase II Final Design Engineering Services for the construction of the Lathrop Riverwalk project. The City of Chicago had proposed various riverfront improvements adjacent to the Chicago Housing Authority’s Julia Lathrop Homes. The overall project site is approximately 3.3 acres and right-of-way acquisition was not required. The scope of work for this project consisted of final design engineering services to prepare complete contract documents (plans, specification and estimates). The project included a riverwalk along the west side of Leavitt Avenue south of Diversey Avenue; a community park in the small triangle southwest of Leavitt-Diversey intersection; a new underbridge crossing of Diversey Avenue, and extension north to a Leavitt Avenue connection.
Trail Improvement Planning, DuPage County, Illinois

Project Manager for various improvement plans along the Illinois Praire Path and Great Western Trail in DuPage County.  Included in the plan are trail-road intersections studies, sidepath analyses, new trail access points and a potential canoe launch site.  This project also entailed a study of a sidepath along the east side of Raymond Drive next to McDowell Grove. This sidepath would be part of an overall West Branch DuPage River trail, to be primarily designed as a recreation trail providing a pleasant environment for families and individuals to bicycle and walk, with minimal traffic interruptions.
Non-Motorized Investment Plan, Southwest Region, Kalamazoo, Michigan 

Project Manager for MDOT’s Southwest Michigan Non-Motorized Investment Plan. The primary purpose of this project was to create a tool to assist MDOT’s decision-making process for addressing non-motorized transportation needs along the State’s trunkline routes.  In order to develop this action plan, it was necessary to work with various private and public interest groups in the nine-county Southwest Michigan Region to determine the area’s non-motorized needs and priorities. The plan included the following: a facility inventory and map of the existing and programmed non-motorized facilities in the nine-county planning region; non-motorized improvement options that included design and funding options tied to specific types of locations and facilities; criteria for project selection that provided policy and procedural guidance for the selection of non-motorized accommodations; and training materials including written and visual materials that explained how the new non-motorized investment plan could be used by MDOT planners and designers statewide. 

Wilmette Traffic Studies Consulting Design Services, Wilmette, Illinois
Project Manager for traffic engineering services for the Village of Wilmette.  Projects included: services to complete portions of the Wilmette Bike Route System that included determining specific means of accomplishing crossings at four problem locations, given traffic volumes, signal warrants, geometric restrictions and future conflicts; school traffic studies for revised school bus and parent pick-up and drop-off areas, with supporting changes in various sidewalk and crosswalk locations; and a study of the current Metra station operations and the new station plans to make recommendations to maximize the pedestrian, bicycle and traffic access benefits to the Village. 

NCHRP Pedestrian Studies, Washington, DC

Project Manager for conducting a two-phase study on the planning, design and operation of pedestrian facilities for the National Cooperative Highway Research Program.  The first objective of this project was to compile the most relevant existing information related to the planning, design and operation of pedestrian facilities, including the accommodation of pedestrians with disabilities.  The second objective was to develop a guide for the planning, design and operation, appropriate for consideration by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) for publication. The publication was accepted by AASHTO and published as the Guide for Planning, Design and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities in October 2004.

Wilmette Avenue Reconstruction from Ridge Road to Green Bay Road, Wilmette, Illinois

Project Traffic Engineer for the preparation of a Phase I Project Development Report for a Categorical Exclusion and the Phase II preparation of contract plans for the reconstruction of Wilmette Avenue from Ridge Avenue to Park Avenue.  The Phase I work included the gathering and counting of traffic data at two signalized intersections, a study of the existing storm sewer system, two informational meetings with residents of the street, a public meeting, and preparation of the report that will be acceptable for the receipt of Federal funding for construction.  His responsibilities included serving as Traffic Engineer for the project and as the facilitator at the informational meetings.  Mr. LaPlante’s role was to bring together the divergent opinions on the project and achieve a consensus on the type of roadway for the project including the addition of a bicycle lane.



Design Guides Authored

· “Guide for the Planning, Design and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities.” AASHTO, 2004

· Part 9. Traffic Controls for Bicycle Facilities, “Manual of Traffic Control Devices,” Acting Chair of Bicycle Technical Committee, FHWA, 2000 and 2003
· “Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities,” Chair of Bicycle Subcommittees of Task Force on Geometric Design, AASHTO, 1999

· “Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities,” Contributing Author on Bike Subcommittee of Task Force on Geometric Design, AASHTO, 1991
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